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SUBJECT: VISIT TO KUWAIT OF WEST GERMAN ECONOMICS MINISTER 

1. WEST GERMANY'S ECONOMICS MINISTER DR. HANS FRIDERICHS 
ACCOMPANIED BY UNDERSECRETARY ROHWEDDER VISITED KUWAIT FOR 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS NOVEMBER 1 1-12. GERMAN EMBASSY DCM TOLD 
EMBOFF HIS VISIT TO KUWAIT WAS AN ADD-ON TO A PLANNED VISIT 
TO BAGHDAD. APPARENTLY GERMAN OFFICIALS WERE DISAPPOINTED 
WITH VISIT TO IRAQ WHERE GOI WAS FOUND TO BE SURPRISINGLY 
RIGID AND INTERESTED IN LOANS AND OTHER SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
GERMANS DID NOT WISH TO PROVIDE. IN CONTRAST VISIT TO KUWAIT 
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WAS CONSIDERED UNEXPECTEDLY REWARDING. 
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2. IN FACT, NO SPECIAL AGREEMENTS WERE DISCUSSED, BUT IN SIX 
HOURS OF TALKS WITH FINANCE MINISTER ATEEQI AND HIS AIDES 
GERMANS WERE ABLE TO DISCUSS IN SOME DETAIL KUWAIT INVESTMENT 
POLICY IN GERMANY. ACCORDING TO GERMAN DCM, ATEEQI ASSURED 
GERMANS THAT GOK HAD NO DESIRE TO EXERCISE CONTROL OVER 
GERMAN COMPANIES IN WHICH IT MAY INVEST, AND KUWAITIS WOULD 
SCRUPULOUSLY OBSERVE LOCAL LAWS. ATEEQI SAID IT UNLIKELY 

GOK WOULD WANT MORE THAN 10 PERCENT OWNERSHIP IN ANY GERMAN 
COMPANY. KUWAITIS OFFICIALS STRESSED DESIRE TO AVOID PUBLICITY 
OVER THEIR INVESTMENTS IN GERMANY. 

3. IN ADDITION TO INVESTMENTS GERMAN OFFICIALS DISCUSSED IN 
VERY GENERAL TERMS POSSIBLE NUCLEAR COOPERATION WITH KUWAIT 
MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER. HOWEVER, THEY LEFT WITH 
IMPRESSION THAT KUWAITI PROJECT MAY BE TOO SMALL TO USE 
GERMAN TECHNOLOGY. GERMANS WERE TOLD GOK PRESENTLY CONSULTING 
WITH BRITISH ON NUCLEAR MATTERS. ON OTHER ENERGY MATTERS, 
MINISTER OF OIL APPARENTLY WAS NOT IN KUWAIT DURING VISIT, 

AND UNDERSECRETARY GAVE BRAVE, BUT UNCONVINCING DEFENSE OF 
CURRENT KUWAIT OIL POLICY AND PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE OIL SALES. 

4. EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANY DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE 
KUWAITI INTEREST IN BUYING INTO AF.G/TF.T ,F.FI INKF.N AS REPORTED 
IN NOVEMBER 14 MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST. GERMAN DCM 
SAID THERE WAS NONE AND THAT IN FACT HE COMPLETELY UNAWARE 
OF POSSIBLE KUWAITI INTEREST IN GERMAN FIRM. HE SAID IF 
KUWAITIS REALLY WERE INTERESTED IN INVESTING IN THE COMPANY, 
GERMAN BANKS PROBABLY WOULD KNOW, BUT MATTER WOULD BE KEPT 
VERY QUIET. HE SAID HE THOUGHT TELEFUNKEN'S ROLE AS DEFENSE 
CONTRACTOR OF SENSITIVE EQUIPMENT WOULD MAKE KUWAITI INVEST- 
MENT IN AEG/TELEFUNKEN UNLIKELY. 

5. COMMENT: GERMAN MINISTER'S VISIT WAS EXPLORATORY, BUT HE 
WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY KUWAITIS HE MET PARTICULARLY AFTER 
EXPERIENCE IN BAGHDAD. APPARENTLY GERMANS FELT ASSURED BY 
ATEEQI'S COMMENTS ON KUWAITI INVESTMENT POLICY WHICH ARE 
VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL TO WHAT HE TOLD SECRETARY SIMON AND OTHERS 
IN US LAST SUMMER. INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT GERMAN DCM SAID 
UNTIL NOW KUWAITIS HAVE NOT INTERFERED AT ALL IN MANAGEMENT 
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OR OPERATIONS OF DAIMLER-BENZ, IN WHICH GOK OWNS 14 
PERCENT INTEREST. 

STOLTZFUS 
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